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BOARDOFETHICS DOCKETNO 20205593ETHICSA

INTHEMATTEROF

LAWRENCE GUM RICHARD AGENCYIDNO 5120028

DECISIONANDORDER

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaign

FinanceDisclosure requestedahearingtohavetheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoarddeterminewhether

Lawrence Gum Richardfailedtofilehis30Pand10Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereportsby

thesixthdayaftertheyweredue andhis10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbytheeleventh

dayafteritwasdue inconnectionwithhis2019candidacyforSt LandryParishSheriff The

LouisianaBoardofEthicsprovedbyclearandconvincingevidencethatLawrence Gum Richard

failedtofilethesereportsasalleged TheLouisianaBoardofEthicsisauthorizedtoimposeupon

Lawrence Gum Richardadditionalcivilpenaltiesofupto 10000foreachreportasallowedby

La RS 1815054A 4 a and b

APPEARANCES

AnadjudicatoryhearinginthismatterwasconductedonOctober16 2020 inBaton

1Rouge Louisiana beforePanelAoftheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard CharlesE Reeves Jr

appearedascounselonbehalfoftheBoardofEthics Althoughdulynoticed Lawrence Gum

1ThepanelconsistedofadministrativelawjudgesSherlynD Shumpert presiding A BrockAvery andLanceB
Vinson
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2Richarddidnotappearforthehearing

STATEMENTOFTHECASE

Inconnectionwithhis2019candidacyforSt LandryParishSheriff theLouisianaBoard

ofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure BOE

imposedcivilpenaltiesonLawrence Gum Richard Respondent forfailingtofilethree

campaignfinancedisclosurereportsbytheirdeadlines Onereportwasduebythethirtiethday

beforetheprimaryelection the30Preport onewasduebythetenthdaybeforetheprimary

election the10Preport andonewasduebythetenthdaybeforethegeneralelection the10G

report TheBOEthenrequestedahearingtohavetheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard EAB

determinewhetherRespondentfailedtofilehis30Preportandhis10Preportbythesixthday

aftertheyweredue andhis10Greportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdue whichcouldsubject

himtoanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000foreachreport asprovidedbyLa RS

1815054A 4 a and b

CounselfortheBOEofferedthirteenexhibitsduringthehearing allofwhichwere

3admittedintoevidence CounselpresentedthecaseonbehalfoftheBOE therecordwasclosed

andthematterwassubmittedfordecision

ThisadjudicationisconductedinaccordancewiththeCodeofGovernmentalEthics La

RS 421101 etseq theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct CFDA La RS 181481 etseq

andtheAdministrativeProcedureAct La RS 49950 etseq andtheenablinglegislationofthe

DivisionofAdministrativeLaw La RS 49991 etseq

2BOEExhibit13 ThehearingnoticewasmailedonJune25 2020 bytheAdministrativeHearingsClerkforthe
DivisionofAdministrativeLawtoLawrence Gum Richardat 640W BertheaudAvenue Opelousas Louisiana
705704004
3AlloftheexhibitshadbeencertifiedbyaffidavittobetrueandcorrectcopiesoftheBOErecords BOE1 September
4 2020 affidavitofCarolynAbadieLandry ExecutiveSecretaryfortheBOE
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FINDINGSOFFACT

4RespondentwasacandidatefortheofficeofSt LandryParishSheriff Theprimary

5electionwasheldonOctober12 2019 andthegeneralelectionwasheldonNovember16 2019

Respondentwasrequiredtofilehis30PreportbySeptember12 2019 his10PreportbyOctober

62 2019 andhis10GreportbyNovember6 2019

OnJanuary3 2020 theBOEissuedlatefeeassessmentorderstoRespondentorderinghim

topayastatutorylatefeeof 2000foreachcampaignfinancedisclosurereportthathefailedto

7timelyfile TheBOEalsoinformedRespondentthathemaybesubjecttoanadditionalcivil

8penaltyofupto 10000foreachcampaignfinancedisclosurereportthathefailedtotimelyfile

ThelatefeeassessmentordersweresenttoRespondentbycertifiedmailwithreturnreceipt

9requestedathislastknownaddress

AsofOctober5 2020 Respondenthadnotfiledhis30Preport his10Preport orhis10

10Greport

CONCLUSIONSOFLAW

Respondentknowinglyfailedtofilehis30Pand10Preportsbythesixthdayafterthey

weredue andhefailedtofilehis10Greportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdue Forthese

failures theBOEisauthorizedtoimposeadditionalcivilpenaltiesuponRespondent asallowed

byLa RS 1815054A 4 a and b

4BOEExhibit2
5SeeLa RS 1814954B
6BOEExhibit4
7BOEExhibits68
8Id
9Id
10BOEExhibit9
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InadjudicatoryhearingsunderLa RS 1815054A 4 a theBOEmustprovebyclear

1112andconvincingevidencethatthecandidateknowingly failedtofilecertaincampaignfinance

disclosurereportsmorethansixdaysaftertheyweredue AnadjudicatoryhearingunderLa RS

1815054A 4 b appliesthesameburdenforthecandidatesfailuretofile otherreports more

thanelevendaysaftertheyweredue If afterconductinganadjudicatoryhearing theEAB

determinesthatacandidateknowinglyfailedtofilearequiredcampaignfinancedisclosurereport

1314morethansixdaysafteritwasdueorelevendaysafteritwasdue thentheBOE mayimpose

anadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponthecandidateforeachreportthecandidatefailed

15tofile

ReportFilingRequirementsandFixedStatutoryPenalty

16RespondentwasacandidateforSt LandryParishSheriff whichisadistrictoffice Every

candidate orhiscampaigntreasurer foradistrictofficeisrequiredtofilecertaincampaign

17financedisclosurereportsbythedeadlinesprovidedintheCFDA Failuretotimelysubmitthe

18requiredreportconstitutesaviolationoftheCFDA Failuretosubmittherequiredreportwithin

19threedaysafterthefinaldateforfilingispresumptiveevidenceofintenttonotfilethereport

Asacandidateforadistrictoffice Respondentwasrequiredtofilea30Preportbythe

20thirtiethdaypriortotheprimaryelection a10Preportbythetenthdaypriortotheprimary

11SeeLa RS 4211415C Clearandconvincingevidence ingeneral meansthatthefactofguiltmustbeproven
toagreaterdegreethanby amerepreponderanceoftheevidence butlessthanby beyondareasonabledoubt
Thestandardrequiresthattheexistenceofthedisputedfactbe h ighlyprobable thatis muchmoreprobablethanits
nonexistence LouisianaStateBarAssnv Edwins 329So 2d437 442 La 1976
12La RS 1815054A 1
13La RS 1815054A 4 a
14Theelevendayperiodappliestoreportsotherthanthoseacandidateisrequiredtofilebetweenqualifyingforthe
electionandthedayoftheelection
15SeeLa RS 1815054A 4 b
16SeeLa RS 1814837 defining Districtoffice
17La RS 1814841
18La RS 1815051B
19La RS 1815051A
20La RS 1814954B 3
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2122election anda10Greportbythetenthdaypriortothegeneralelection TheBOEissuedlate

feeassessmentordersorderingRespondenttopaythestatutorylatefeeof 2000foreachreport

23thathefailedtofiletimely 30Preport 10Preport and10Greport

AssessmentofAdditionalCivilPenalty

Withthebenefitoftheunrebuttedstatutorypresumptionofintentnottofile theBOE

provedbyclearandconvincingevidencethatRespondentknowinglyviolatedtheCFDAbyfailing

2425tofilehis30PreportbySeptember18 2019 his10PreportbyOctober8 2019 andhis10

26GreportbyNovember17 2019 Asaresult theBOEisauthorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivil

penaltyupto 10000foreachreport asallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a and b

INTENTIONALLYLEFTBLANK

21La RS 1814954B 4
22La RS 1814954B 5
23SeeLa RS 18151141C providingindividualsarighttoappealafinalorderforthepaymentofcivilpenalties
24The30PreportwasdueSeptember12 2019 thethirddayafterSeptember12 2019 wasSeptember15 2019
andthesixthdayafterSeptember12 2019 wasSeptember18 2019
25The10PreportwasdueOctober2 2019 thethirddayafterOctober12 2019 wasOctober15 2019 andthe
sixthdayafterOctober2 2019 wasOctober8 2019
26The10GreportwasdueNovember6 2019 thethirddayafterNovember6 2019 wasNovember9 2019 and
theeleventhdayafterNovember6 2019 wasNovember17 2019
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ORDER

ITISORDEREDthattheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure isauthorizedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a to

imposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponLawrence Gum Richardforhisfailure

tofilehis30Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereport

ITISORDEREDthattheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure isauthorizedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a to

imposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponLawrence Gum Richardforhisfailure

tofilehis10Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereport

ITISORDEREDthattheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure isauthorizedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b to

imposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponLawrence Gum Richardforhisfailure

tofilehis10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereport

RenderedandsignedonNovember30 2020 inBatonRouge Louisiana

SherlynD Shumpert
PresidingAdministrativeLawJudge
EthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA

A BrockAvery
AdministrativeLawJudge

EthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA

LanceB Vinson
AdministrativeLawJudgeNOTICEOFTRANSMISSIONOFDECISIONORORDER

EthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA
Icertifythaton IhavesentacopyofTuesday December01 2020

thisdecisionordertoallpartiesofthismatter
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REVIEWRIGHTS

Requestsforrehearing reopening orreconsiderationaresubjecttotheprocedures timing

requirements andlegalgroundsprovidedinLouisianaRevisedStatute49959 withthetimefor

filingcalculatedpursuanttoLouisianaCodeofCivilProcedurearticle5059 Todetermineyour

reviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegaladvice

Torequestarehearingorreconsideration pleasesendittooneoftheaddressesindicated
below

EMAILdocumentsto MAILdocumentsto
EABprocessing@adminlawstatelausDAL EABSection

ATTN EABSectionDeputyClerk
FAXdocumentsto P O Box44033

EABSectionDeputyClerk BatonRouge LA70804 4033
225 2199820

Ifyoudonotrequestarehearingofyourdecisionoryourrehearingrequestisdenied you

havetherighttoseekjudicialreviewinaccordancewithLa RS 421142A 1 withthetimefor

requestingjudicialreviewcalculatedpursuanttoLa CCP art5059 Todetermineyourreview

rights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegaladvice
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